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The master of shock rock and the founder of theatrical 
rock came to fame in the 1970s by combining timeless 
music and theatrical scenes. he was inspired by 1950s 
horror movies, and he enriched rock concerts with 
stage shows that featured guillotines, electric chairs, 
fake blood, snakes and baby dolls. The beginnings of his 
career weren’t easy. The intentions of this enthusiastic 
rocker, who first and foremost always wanted to 
entertain people, was clearly misunderstood. Many 
of the traditionally conventional disciples speculated 
about his artistic name and irritating stage presence. 
Luckily, the ability to rise above it all is one of ALICe 
Cooper’s greatest virtues, which probably played  
a major role as he overcame this period of disrespect 
and unsuccess. Nothing stopped or changed the vision 

of one of the most creative artists in showbusiness. 
ALICe Cooper is proof that the saying “the third time’s 
the charm” is real. his main breakthrough came with 
his third studio album “Love It to Death” in 1971, where 
he achieved his first commercial success thanks to the 
first single and successful hit “I’m eighteen”. With the 
following “Killer” (1971), “School’s out” (1972), “Billion 
Dollar Babies” (1973) and “Welcome to My Nightmare” 
(1975), ALICe Cooper confirmed his position on the 
music scene and nobody could deny his talent and 
contribution to the history of rock’n’roll any longer.

ALICe Cooper is one of the rare personalities who 
understood early enough the circle of life and all its 
circumstances. While talking to him, you can feel his 
natural respect for success in life as well as for the 
opposite side of it, very often considered to be failure. 
Instead of dramatic personal falls, he moved on to 
other, better work and never allowed anyone or any 
situation to kick him off his game. ALICe Cooper is 
a successful singer, songwriter as well as a respected 
actor. Many directors have cast him in their movies. 
he appeared, for example, in the horror classic 
“prince of Darkness”, in part six of the “Nightmare 
on elm Street” series and recently in the comedy-
horror “Dark Shadows”. In 2011, he was inducted into 
the rock and roll hall of Fame. The remarkable life 
journey of this rock phenomenon has been captured 
in the Canadian biographical documentary the “Super 
Duper Alice Cooper” (2014). ALICe Cooper appeared 
as King herod in the American musical television 
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special “Jesus Christ Superstar Live in Concert” on 
easter Sunday (April 1, 2018). 

The Cooper legacy lives on with ALICe himself, but 
also with his beautiful daughter and extraordinarily 
talented artist, CALICo Cooper. She appeared 
onstage alongside her father for the first time at 
the age of 18 on his “Brutal planet” world tour. Since 
then, CALICo has participated in several world tours 
with ALICe, has been working as a model and as an 
actress she excels in comedy and has gained a massive 
fan base in the horror industry. Currently, she is also  
a member of the rock band BeASTo BLANCo, fronted 
by the ALICe Cooper bass player and one of the most 
important persons in CALICo’s life: Chuck Garric. The 
successful and versatile artist became a slap in the 
face of many who often polemize about her success 
being caused mainly by the fact she is the daughter of  
a legendary rock icon. To clear up this confusion,  
I would say that without her talent, own potential and 
necessary ambition, she could have been named after 
whoever and it wouldn’t have worked out. I personally 
value her more for always being hard-working and for 
her desire to achieve something more than just the 

empty rock royalty life style she could without a doubt 
be living. There’s nothing wrong about using a famous 
name in a good way, and if possible there’s no one 
better for it than the daughter of a legend. 

I sat down for several interviews with ALICe Cooper 
and even participated in two of his concerts, where 
I was the manager of the opening band. In my eyes, 
he is one of the greatest professionals as well as 
human beings you could ever work with or meet. he 
could become a coach for several rock stars and their 
teams and teach them how to treat people and what 
is the real meaning of the word professional. I also 
participated in the production of a BeASTo BLANCo 
show and got a great opportunity to spend some time 
with CALICo, who is a great person – a women with 
healthy self-confidence and clear attitude towards life 
with unlimited space for creati-vity and self-fulfillment. 
ALICe and CALICo are fortunate artists who live so 
that their work, but also their private lives, are all one 
big show and are cleverly using all the opportunities 
offered by life itself to make this world a better place 
for their family, friends, bandmates, colleagues and 
fan base.              KT
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IdentIty Card

name: Vincent damon Furnier,  
known professionally as aLICe COOPer

Born: February 4, 1948, detroit, Michigan

education: Cortez High School, Glendale Community College  
(earning a Bachelor’s of Fine arts)

Mission in Life:  
rOCK’n’rOLL SInGer and MaSter OF SHOCK rOCK

Other activities: Songwriter, entertainer, actor

What makes him special: natural Wisdom, General Knowledge, 
Originality, Creativity, Granularity, Sense of Humor, 
timelessness

the biggest highlights of his career:  
LOVe It tO deatH (1971), KILLer (1971), SCHOOL’S OUt (1972), 
BILLIOn dOLLar BaBIeS (1973), WeLCOMe tO My nIGHtMare 
(1975), traSH (1989), Hey StUPId (1991), rOCK and rOLL HaLL 
OF FaMe IndUCtIOn (March 14, 2011), ParanOrMaL (2017)

10 of the biggest hits:  
I’M eIGHteen, Under My WHeeLS, SCHOOL’S OUt,  
BILLIOn dOLLar BaBIeS, nO MOre Mr. nICe GUy,  
WeLCOMe tO My nIGHtMare, OnLy WOMen BLeed, POISOn,  
Hey StUPId, Feed My FranKenSteIn

Most underrated works:  
PrettIeS FOr yOU (1969), eaSy aCtIOn (1970), SPeCIaL FOrCeS 
(1981), ZIPPer CatCHeS SKIn (1982), tHe LaSt teMPtatIOn 
(1994), BrUtaL PLanet (2000), draGOntOWn (2001),  
aLOnG CaMe a SPIder (2008)

What first comes to mind while 
thinking back to your teenage years?
Well, I was a kid that grew up when 
elvis was just starting. I was one of 
those kids that just sort of mimicked 
elvis, always in front of the mirror I had 
at home. Like every other kid. I was  
a child of rock’n’roll, because it was just 
starting out, when I was just starting to 
understand music. I loved rock’n’roll 
from the very beginning from back in 
the 50’s. When I was a kid, rock’n’roll 
was a kid too. So I grew up with it. 
The thing about it was, I was 15 when 
The BeATLeS came out, The roLLING 
SToNeS, The Who, The YArDBIrDS, 
The KINKS… all the great bands. I was 
just at the perfect age. As soon as I saw 
all those bands on television, I knew 
what I wanted to do right then. I wanted 
to be in a band like that, but I wanted to 
be in a band that was more theatrical, 
more visual than they were. 

Was it possible for you to concentrate 
on your studies in high school at such 
an exciting time when rock’n’roll was 
born? 
When The BeATLeS started, it was  
I think in 1954-1955. I was a freshman 
in high school. I was at the perfect age 
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just to listen those bands that were coming out 
of europe and england and go out. That’s what 
I wanted to do. We started our first band when 
I was 15–16 years old in high school. That was 
basically the band that became ours. 

You come from a religious family. What were the 
reactions of your parents when you started to 
play in a rock band back then? 
They didn’t mind really at all. My dad was a pastor 
and my grandfather was a pastor too. I grew up 
in a Christian home. I don’t think that ever leaves 
you. That always kind of stays with you. I listen to 
songs that I was writing even for “pretties for You” 
and “easy Action” on those early albums. They all 
had kind of religious themes to them. There was 
always good and evil, God and the Devil. I think 
that it stayed with you all the time. My parents 
were music fans. They liked music a lot. They 
really didn’t see music as being evil.  

What does religion mean to you? 
If you are a Christian, you believe in the Bible. 
You believe in god. I study at Bible school and 
sometimes I even teach in a Bible school. It’s 
something that I read every day. I go to church 
every Sunday. I work a lot with teenagers that 
are problem children. The kids that have a lot of 
problems with gangs, with guns, drugs and stuff 
like that. I kinda take a Christian point of view. 
You just help them. You don’t help them for any 

reason except the fact they need help. You try  
to do what Jesus would have done.
 
A couple of times I’ve read you don’t like to talk 
about faith and religion, isn’t that nonsense? 
The funny thing is that I don’t have any problem 
talking about it. I never said I didn’t want to talk 
about it. I’m very much involved in it. What I’m 
saying is that in my personal life, that’s the most 
important thing to me. In my natural life, my job 
is rock’n’roll. Sometimes neither of them need 
each other. I do have my places where I don’t go 
lyrically and places I just don’t believe in anymore. 
My shows have always been a certain amount of 
fantasy and kind of comedy and horror combined. 
I never have been satanic. I always kinda say, hell 
is not going to be a party! It’s gonna be the worst 
thing of all time, so don’t think hell is gonna be  
a party (laughs).

You were just 16 when you joined a local talent 
show with your first band THE EARWIGS in 1964. 
It was probably the first time for you to perform 
in front of an audience. Do you still remember 
your emotions back then? 
The first time you have to get up on stage, you are 
nervous. You rehearse and you rehearse and it 
sounds great. And then, when you get in front of 
an audience, then it changes everything. Because, 
when you are starting out, you don’t have any 
confidence. All you have confidence in is how 
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good the band is. You don’t have any confidence 
in what you are in front of an audience. You have 
to just play so many shows in front of an audience 
before you get confidence. A hundred times, 
when I was on stage, I was very, very nervous. But 
now, when I get in front of an audience, I feel right 
at home. I feel more at home there than I do any 
place else. 

You were the winner of the contest. Was it 
an impulse for you to become a professional 
musician or what was the turning point for you 
to start thinking about professional career? 
When we started out, it was just a sort of a joke. 
We were trying to be funny. Nobody was thinking 
about really actually being in a band. And then 
when we saw the reaction that the audience gave 
us, all of a sudden, we kinda looked at each other 
and went, you know what?  Maybe we should learn 
a couple of songs and play parties and things like 
that. We were probably doing it because there 
were girls. We thought it’s a cool way to get girls 
to be in a band. Then the band just got better and 
better. We rehearsed more and more. pretty soon 
we were really one of the best bands around. It 
just kept going, you know. The more you write, 
the more you get used to each other, the band 
sounds better. Then you wanna keep doing it.

There was something written in a book about Jim 
Morrison saying you were a part of his alcoholic 

gang. How do you remember these times and 
him as a person? 
I remember Jim as one of those guys, I mean, I was 
a drinking buddy of his. I sat down with the bottle 
of Whiskey. We sat there and drank it. Jim was 
very hard to understand. he was a very nice guy, 
but very unpredictable and very spontaneous. 
I remember one time in a theater somewhere, 
where I think he carried me to hang from the 
balcony with just my hands. At one point we were 
both hanging from this balcony. We just wanted 
to see who can hold on the longest. of course, we 
were both drinking. It was amazing that we didn’t 
get ourselves killed.

Was Jim Morrison one of those artists who 
motivated you to start with your theatrical 
shows?
I think the way that I developed my theatrical 
thing was I looked around and saw that nobody 
was doing any kind of theatrical thing. It was just 
rock’n’roll bands who got up to play their songs 
and that was it! I said: “why can’t you be a great 
band and play your songs, but why not some 
costumes, why not extra people at the show to 
make it more theatrical.”  To me, rock’n’roll was 
the most theatrical type of music. So, why not 
capitalize on that. Why not make it something 
ALICe Cooper is known for. And that’s really how 
the ALICe Cooper show and theater got started.

INTERVIEW
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You struggled with problems with alcohol in the 
past. What was behind it? 
I think it was just a party mode. everybody was 
in party mode. Back in those days, rock’n’roll was 
just nothing but a big party. You played the show 
at night and then there was a party. And you left 
the party, it’s over the next day. Then you slept 
during the day and the party started again the 
next night. especially if you lived in LA, Detroit, 
New York or London. It was just a constant party. 
I just sort of found out that I always had beer 
around and the band all used to drink beer. We 
weren’t much into drugs at all. We were really into 
drinking beer and alcohol at night.

What was the final thing that made you decide 
to undergo rehab? 
Throwing up blood. You know, throwing up blood 
on stage, it’s fake blood. Throwing up blood in  
a hotel room, that’s real blood. When you throw 
up and when you see blood all over the place, 
you realize what is going on inside has got to be 
catastrophic. It’s got to be really bad. If you are 
internally bleeding from alcohol, that means you 
are probably dying. I cut it off before it killed me. Jim 
Morrison, Jimi hendrix, elvis presley, Keith Moon, 
they didn’t! All of those guys sort of died internally 
first and then died. So, I cut it off before it got me 
and I was very, very fortunate. The same with ozzy, 
Iggy, Lou reed… I think all of us were in the same 
world. We could have died, but we didn’t.

Later you helped other musicians who were de-
pendent on drugs and alcohol. It’s incredible how 
you helped Dave Mustaine of MEGADETH, who 
was on your U.S. tour with you. Somebody else 
would probably find someone less problematic 
for the tour. Why did you decide to help him? 
Dave was somebody that was clearly a really 
talented person, but he was out of control. one 
of those things was, his friends asked me for help. 
They saw I had been sober for a while and asked, 
can you help Dave out? I met Dave and I sort of 
became his godfather. I told him, hey Dave, what’s 
causing this drug problem? Do you take drugs at 
home? And he goes, no! I said, ok, cause you got 
a wife and kids, so you don’t take drugs at home. 
When do you start taking drugs? he said, when 
I’m on the road. I said, maybe you should try to 
take your wife and kids on the road because that 
might keep you from doing it or maybe you should 
not think about going on the road. It’s gonna kill 
you because you can’t stay away from drugs. It’s 
sort of like you gotta be careful of what’s killing 
you. So, we went on and on going with things 
like that. he’s done well and he has fallen back 
he’s done well…. I just keep on making sure that 
he is ok. I think it’s your obligation. If someone 
comes to me and has a problem with addiction, 
I can’t turn my face and say, “no, I’m not going to 
help you.” First of all, Dave Mustaine is a friend of 
mine. I went, yes, let’s attack that problem, let’s 
go after it! If I would have gone to Dave Mustaine, 
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it would have been different. he has to come to 
you because he has to admit first that it’s become  
a problem. I can’t go to an addict and say, “you have 
a problem” because and addict doesn’t hear it.  
An alcoholic goes like, “I can’t hear you, my alcohol 
is talking to loudly in my ear.” If that alcoholic 
comes to me and says, I really got a problem, 
then I can work with him. people worked with 
me. I came and I said I had lost control. They said 
that’s the best thing you can say, because now we 
can go to work. So, the addict has to want to stop. 
If they don’t want it, you are not gonna stop them.

There are a couple of different stories behind 
your artistic name. How did you come up with 
the name ALICE COOPER?  
I was really trying to think about a name that 
would be a very wholesome name. That would be 
a name nobody would expect. everybody would 
expect BLACK SABBATh or any kind of really hard 
and heavy name. When you get a name like ALICe 
Cooper, that doesn’t sound like a hard name, but 
it sounds like some crazy old woman. It sounds 
like a crazy old woman that’s probably insane and 
maybe a psycho killer. I was thinking okay, what’s 
wrong with this name? Let’s make the audience 
think about one thing and give them something 
else. I tried to find the most innocuous kind of 
name I could find. To me ALICe Cooper was one 
of those names. I don’t know why it worked so 
well, but it did! It was just a name that I thought 

would irritate every parent in the world because 
here was this guy named ALICe Cooper and he 
has a snake and he has a guillotine and there’s 
blood and he is a guy, but his name is ALICe 
Cooper and he wears makeup. So, everything 
was the opposite of what it should have been.  
I was pretty sure that it would bother every parent 
in America. So, I was born to be a villain! I was fine 
with me to be the villain (laughs)!

You were the first one to introduce horror 
imaginary to rock’n’roll. What was the biggest 
inspiration for your stage show? 
When I was a kid, I used to watch horror movies. 
on Saturdays, I used to go to the movies with 
all my friends. You know, really awful horror 
movies. When you look back to the 50’s and the 
movies that were out then, like “It Came from 
Beneath the Sea”. There were always movies 
about giant ants or vampires or things like 
that. I always thought those movies were fun 
because they scared you, but they made you 
laugh at the same time. I just kind of said why 
can’t rock’n’roll be like that? Why can’t we make 
our music based on like sort of scaring the 
audience, but at the same time making them 
laugh? To me it seemed like it would be fun. 
I just think the necessity that there were too 
many heroes and not any villains. everybody in 
rock’n’roll was a hero and ALICe Cooper was 
the villain. I thought that was great. We had 

“Everybody in rock’n’roll was a hero  
and ALICE COOPER was the villain.  

I thought that was great.  
We had many Peter Pans  
and no Captain Hooks.“
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many peter pans and no Captain hooks, you 
know? We had all these guys that were heroes, 
but we didn’t have anybody that was like really 
dangerous. I thought ALICe Cooper should be 
dangerous. That’s why the show became more 
horror than comedy. There was always comedy 
in my show. You must have horror in rock’n’roll 
and then there has to be some comedy in it to 
make people like it. If it’s just horror in rock, 
it only takes you so far. If it’s horror rock and 
some comedy and a little romance, then it goes 
a long way.

You became very famous for using guillotines 
and electric chairs during your live shows. You 
are treated as one of the best entertainers as 
well, but how did people accept this kind of show 
in your beginnings?
The audiences had never seen anything like it. 
Maybe the scariest thing they had ever seen 
was Jim Morrison or Mick Jagger. Then all of a 
sudden, there was a new creature that was even 
more dangerous looking than any of those guys. 
even rock audiences were really shocked. And if 
the kids were like that, their parents were even 
10 times more against us. We didn’t have a lot 
of people that were on our side until we started 
getting hit records. people started listening to 
“I’m eighteen” and “School’s out” and all of a 
sudden, everybody started to like it then. They 
were starting to really like the villain.

We mentioned your stage show, your artistic 
name, what else makes ALICE COOPER different 
from other rock stars? 
I think the fact that ALICe is very professional. 
he is never late. he is always on time. he knows 
every lyric. he knows everything that’s supposed 
to happen on that stage. he is not sloppy at all. 
he is like hannibal the actor. he is very precise 
about what he does on stage. That makes him 
different than other rock stars. Some rock stars 
are just like kind of, oh yeah, it’s rock’n’roll! ALICe 
Cooper is very precise. I know exactly what  
I want my audience to react to.

Which period do you consider as the most 
important for you during your career? 
The very beginning was the shock period. Then 
the audience couldn’t be shocked anymore.  
I don’t think Lady Gaga shocks the audience.  
I don’t really think that Marilyn Manson shocks 
the audience. I think CNN shocks the audience. 
I get shocked when I watch CNN cause it’s 
reality. people are really getting their heads 
cut off. people are getting shocked. people 
are getting hung. our shows are all fantasy. 
I mean, they are just sort of fantasy. So, the 
shock value is gone by the late 70’s, I think, but 
we’re still entertaining the audience. We still 
are supposed to entertain the audience. I think 
the beginning was very, very important for me. 
“School’s out”, “Billion Dollar Babies”, that era 
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was when people were the most affected by 
ALICe. That was when people really knew who 
ALICe Cooper was. A lot of my early albums 
were really important. “Love it to Death” and 
“Killer” were 2 albums that are part of rock’n’roll 
history, they are always brought up as being 2 of 
the best albums in rock’n’roll history in the top 
100. When you look at “School’s out”, “Billion 
Dollar Babies” and “Welcome to My Nightmare”, 
those were albums that were very definitive to 
ALICe Cooper. “Welcome to My Nightmare” 
was sort of my opus. That was the album that 
just changed everything. everybody looked at 
it like nobody had ever done anything like this 
before. We finally broke them through with 2 
hit singles “I’m eighteen” and “School’s out.” 
Nobody could deny us anymore. It was a point 
when you have 2 hit singles, the people that 
used to kind of look at you as a joke couldn’t do 
that anymore. You have a number 1 single out 
and a number 1 album. “Billion Dollar Babies“ 
came out after that and that was number 1. We 
had 2 number ones in a row and that put you 
right there in the class of LeD ZeppeLIN and all 
those bands. Some albums I think are timeless. 
I can go back and listen to The Who, The 
YArDBIrDS or The BeATLeS albums. It doesn’t 
matter when these albums were made. They will 
always be good. I listen to some of my albums 
like “Welcome to My Nightmare” and I think it 
will be one of those classic albums, same as 

“Killer” or “Love It to Death”. They are timeless.  
I think that era was our most important era.  
I was on the cover of every magazine. I was on 
every TV show. I was sort of more dangerous 
than Marilyn Manson was.

You’re saying you were more dangerous in the 
70’s than Marilyn Manson. In what way were you 
more dangerous? 
First of all, Marilyn and I, we’re friends. he 
took it a different way. When I was scaring the 
parents, it was because I had makeup on, I had 
snakes and I had guillotines and all that stuff. 
They couldn’t explain it. Marilyn Manson went to  
a devil worshiper, and says I take drugs, and I do 
this and I do that… In some ways he was creepier 
than ALICe. I think it’s the music that moves you 
forward. With another’s words. When I go on stage, 
there are 14 songs that everybody in the audience 
knows. A lot of new artists don’t have that arsenal 
of the songs that we did, like DAVID BoWIe, 
ALICe, T.reX and people like that did. I think that 
what happened with the younger generation is 
they don’t have as many hits. It’s so important to 
get those hits. I think I even told Marilyn Manson 
to write with people like Desmond Child, Bobby 
elsworth and get some songs on the radio that he 
can hold up over his career.

The albums “Trash” and “Hey Stupid” brought you 
huge commercial success all around the world. 

“I think it’s the music that moves you 
forward. With another’s words. When I go 

on stage, there are 14 songs that everybody 
in the audience knows. I think that what 
happened with the younger generation  

is they don’t have as many hits.  
It’s so important to get those hits.“
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The hit “Poison” became one of the biggest rock 
hits of all time. Would you say these albums 
reached more success than you achieved back  
in the 70’s? 
When you have 26 albums, you have to under-
stand your career is like a rollercoaster. It goes 
up and down and up and down…. Very rarely 
does it go like this and you stay there. even The 
roLLING SToNeS had albums that were really 
big and others that were not. It doesn’t mean 
that these albums weren’t any good. It’s just sad 
the audience didn’t pick up on that album, didn’t 
really jump on that album. I had albums that 
people totally forgot about. Albums like “Special 
Forces” or “Zipper Catches Skin”. And then, all of  
a sudden, there would be an album like “Trash” 
that would bring you right back up to the top. 
Then you stay there for “hey Stupid”. even though 
some of my favorite albums are the ones that 
didn’t go up, like “The Last Temptation”, “Brutal 
planet”, “Along Came a Spider” or “Dragontown”. 
They all had different personalities. Depending 
on where they hit, when they hit. Sometimes 
they go like this and all of a sudden now, this 
new album is back up here. The last album came 
like that and the next one is up here again. You 
have to learn to ride the rollercoaster. You can’t 
just always stay on top.

You released “Welcome To My Nightmare – Part 
2“ in 2011. How different was ALICE’s nightmare 

36 years later, after the release of the first 
“Welcome To My Nightmare” in 1975?  
The first nightmare was sort of like a little boy’s 
nightmare. Like a little boy that is going to bed at 
night and mommy turns off the lights. And all of  
a sudden, there’s something under the bed. There’s 
something in the closet. My toys are gonna come 
alive. It’s like a little boy’s imagination. That’s what 
the first nightmare was. All these things coming 
to life. This nightmare is a more sophisticated 
nightmare. It’s more like ALICe having to think 
about what would a nightmare be for ALICe. Not 
me, but for ALICe. It would be disco, he still hates 
disco. The fact the devil shows up. And who is the 
devil? It’s a pop diva. In this nightmare, Kesha is 
the devil. Nightmares don’t make any sense at all. 
I had 2 dreams one night that were so insane. At 
the time I was just going right along with it. When 
I woke up, I was just like, how did Bob Dylan 
get in my dream? I was doing a movie with him. 
And all of a sudden, I was playing ping pong and  
I was late for a flight. It is insanity (laughs). So, 
for this nightmare I put ALICe on a runaway train.  
I put him as the last man on earth and then he is 
in a horrible disco. Then he is at a beach party.  
I just got crazy with making ALICe, putting ALICe 
in strange places. And it was his nightmare. It was 
fun to write because I wasn’t confined to one kind 
of sound. “Brutal planet” was one sound all the 
way through. It was like one big powerful kind of 
a statement. This album kinda goes all over the 

INTERVIEW
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place. It’s kind of really insane. You know, but 
that’s what I like about it.

You have collaborated with many musicians, 
including several guest musicians in your career. 
“Welcome To My Nightmare – Part 2” is a very 
interesting crossover of various genres and 
guests. How did you choose the guests? 
It’s usually the person that we think will fit the 
part. Vince Gill, who is a country western guitar 
player, was perfect for “runaway Train”. he is one 
of the greatest guitar players and nobody knows 
it. You know, in rock’n’roll, we always think of Jeff 
Beck and eric Clapton and all these people. If you 
ask a country western guy about a great guitar 
player, they say Glen Campbell. And I say Vince 
Gill and roy Clark. Those guys can play anything 
that Clapton can play. I picked up Vince Gill and 
he killed it. he played as good as anybody could 
play it. And I picked Kesha to play the devil cause 
I think Kesha may be the devil in real life (laughs). 
I picked John 5 and rob Zombie cause they are 
perfect. rob being part of “The Congregation”.  
John 5 at the end of “Disco Bloodbath Boogie 
Fever”. As a musician I know how each guy plays. 
I know how John 5 plays. And I said: “We need 
something chaotic at the end of this. Let’s get 
John 5 to play on!” That’s kind of a luxury that we 
have, that we can call certain people to come on 
and play on the album.

In the case of ALICE COOPER, the musicians are 
hired as an accompanying band. Do they have 
some say when selecting songs for the concert 
setlist? 
In the end I have the last word on what happens. 
I really give the band some very good conditions. 
I respect their opinions. I might come at the 
beginning of the tour with a setlist of 28 songs. 
It’s gonna be a little combination of everything. 
Sometimes the younger guys want to play  
a more metal kind of ALICe, stuff like “Feed My 
Frankenstein”, but they can’t wait to play “I’m 
eighteen” and “School’s out”. Those are the songs 
that they heard on the radio and those are the 
songs they pick up as classic rock. I like to combine 
the newer stuff with the old stuff.

How much has music or attitude towards music  
changed in your eyes since the beginning of your 
career? 
I don’t think music has changed at all since the 70’s. 
The Foo FIGhTerS! The biggest band in the world 
right now. They are great guys, they are really good 
friends of mine. They’re a 70’s rock band. If they 
could have come out in the 70’s when we did, they 
would have fit right in. They would have just been 
exactly the same music. Jack White of The WhITe 
STrIpeS would fit right in, in the 70’s. Music hasn’t 
changed. What’s changed is the technology, how we 
record the music, how we listen to it, how we buy 
it, how we sell it. All of that changed, but musically 
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the chords haven’t changed at all. It’s just different 
attitude. rock’n’roll bands seem to stay around 
longer than any other bands. I don’t think music 
changes that much, I think society changes. I don’t 
think that The roLLING SToNeS have changed very 
much over a period of 50 years. And I don’t think 
The Who have changed that much. I think that 
rock’n’roll stays pretty stable and the world changes. 
The only thing that annoys me is when I hear artists 
that are like rap artists or country artists or just like 
straight out pop, like rIhANNA or LIL WAYNe. They 
call it rock’n’roll, but that’s not rock’n’roll. I mean, to 
me it’s music and I understand that, but when they 
do rap and call it rock’n’roll, that’s not rock’n’roll.

It’s not easy to keep up with the most popular 
artists for so many years. The competition is 
really insane, but you succeeded and are still 
among the top rock bands on the scene. Who 
is ALICE COOPER and how has he and his band 

survived on the scene according to the eyes of 
Vincent Furnier? 
To me, ALICe Cooper will always be a Detroit type 
of hard rock band. I always have 2 guitar players, 
bass, drums and myself. I just come from the old 
school sort of The roLLING SToNeS, The Who, The 
KINKS or The YArDBIrDS rock’n’rollers. I think we 
are a hard rock band first and then you worry about 
the theatrical aspect of that second. We spend I say 
about 90% of our time on music and about 10% of 
our time on a show. The show comes easily for me. 
It’s easy for me to design the show because I was an 
art major. I just add art to rock, that’s what I do. At the 
same time, being a good hard rock band take a lot of 
time. You really have to get a great band. You have 
to fill your band with great guitar players, great bass 
players, great drummers. We are not safe. We are 
competing with like LeD ZeppeLIN, BLACK SABBATh, 
The roLLING SToNeS and everybody! You really 
have to be a good band in order to survive.          KT
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   Cooper

You are the first person named Calico I’ve ever met. I guess, 
with your parents there had to be something original behind 
it. How did they come up with your name?
There is a ghost town in the US that burned down in the 
desert in 1881 and I was born in 1981. The town was called 
Calico, the Calico ghost town. So, my parents are obsessed 
with the desert, westerns and all these things. So, I am Calico 
after the ghost town. My brother is Dashiell after the western 
writer Dashiell hammett. And my sister is Sonora, after the 
Sonoran Desert.

Talking about the artistic aspect, we can say that you got 
the best from both of your parents. What is the best you got 
from your parents in a more personal aspect? 
It’s funny sometimes because people say, oh, you look 
like your mother or you look like your father. I am grateful 
because I didn’t get my dad’s nose. But people say, I look like 
my mom, but I got my dad’s sense of humor. It’s a really good 
combination. even though people don’t give my mom credit.  
I mean, everybody would have to have a sense of humor to live 
that lifestyle and have a great relationship with somebody like 
my dad. our house is just a comedy. It’s hard to get somebody 
to take you seriously. I remember being a teenager, you 
know, a boy broke up with me and I come home, oh, Andrew 
broke up with me. And my parents were like no, not Andrew! 
I developed an adult sense of humor very early in life. My 
parents are very realistic. My father would say, maybe you 
are not gonna believe me, but you are not gonna remember 
this person in 10 years. And I go, yes, I will, I love him. And he 
goes, trust me. And he goes, would it make it for you better if 
we go golf or running or whatever. he was always very active. 

CALICO COOPER
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And then my mom is so funny. We didn’t have 
a household like most other people. You know, 
where people got spanked or everything. When 
we were kids, what would drive us crazy, was the 
talks. We just wanted to get out of there. My mom 
would be like, sit down, she was now like, what 
did he do, what did she do and we would be like, 
please, just get it over with! We talked for hours 
about why we did it, what we did… 

ALICE COOPER irritated many people with 
his artistic name and stage presence in the 
beginning of his career. Was there some 
negative experience you had to go through 
thanks to this, for example at school? 
My parents didn’t send us to private school. They 

sent us to public school on purpose because they 
wanted us to learn how not to be sheltered. We 
were with the kids that were like fist fighting and 
like real people. I don’t want to say that there 
aren’t real people in private school, but it’s just  
a final shelter from the real world. My brother, my 
sister and I, we all went to public school. We were 
subject to ridicule from kids who were saying, my 
mom says that I can’t stay a night in your house 
because your dad is the devil. And I go, really, 
fine, then don’t come! It also helped me have 
a sense of humor at a young age too because 
instead of being hurt by it, I would turn it around 
and laugh at you as opposed to you making fun of 
me. I don’t go around assuming that I know your 
family situation. I would never go to a kid in my 
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school and be like, oh, your dad is a businessman, 
he must be cheating on your mom. Because in all 
the movies that’s what I see. Businessmen go on 
trips and cheat on their wives. It would never hurt 
me to be cruel to me, but it does to a lot of kids, 
which is really sad. 

You grew up in church. What does religion 
mean to you, would you say you are religious  
or spiritual? 
I go to church on Sundays. I believe that god 
created us to be expressive and artistic. Before 
I go on stage, I always pray and say, please, 
keep us safe. please, allow everyone that’s here 
tonight have a great time and please don’t let me 
to do anything what would offend you. I feel that 
everything that I am doing is just fun and natural 
and getting the crowd going. I don’t think, oh, 
because we look scary or it’s evil or whatever. It’s 
art. It’s like painting or the song, it’s all the same. 
I am religious because spirituality I think involves 
a kind of maneuver. A lot of my friends in LA are 
very spiritual and we were really talking about it  
a lot, but there is no sacrifice in spirituality. It’s 
sort of, I saw the sun and the moon and that’s 
great if that’s what does it for you, but for me  
I need structure. I need to feel like, I can’t do this. 
I could set the rules myself if I wanted to. For me, 
it really spoke to me. I grew up in church and then 
I kind of went away from it and did my own thing, 
and then came back to it on my own. So, that’s 

how I know it’s real. It was not like my parents 
forced me to do it. I came back to it really through 
a path of my own choosing. I suppose to be like 
this is what I do every Sunday or every night. 
Before I go to bed, I pray. I sort of have my own 
relationship with Christ. And it doesn’t look like 
anybody else’s, which the Bible says is fine. You 
have your relationship and I am just really excited 
about it. I don’t go like, wow, when people say 
for example, I’m so drawn by Buddhism or those 
kinds of things. The Bible, I mean, there is a reason 
you’re feeling this way. I don’t know what it is, but  
I think the most comprehending thing in the world 
is knowing that we don’t have the answers. 

Was it your dad who inspired you to become  
an actress, or what was the biggest inspiration 
for you? 
I didn’t plan on becoming an actress. First I wanted 
to do more in biology. I wanted to be a biologist. 
But I was also really heavily into dance, into ballet. 
I was offered a scholarship, a ballet scholarship. 
Ballet, you know, it’s extremely difficult. To keep 
the scholarship, it was really hard. My mother is  
a prima ballerina. I got a scholarship because 
I was really classically trained. It was like 7 days 
a week, 5 to 10 hours a day, depending on the 
week. I was extremely serious about that. I had  
a guy say to me one day, you know, you are good 
enough to go on with this. You are good enough 
to be the principle dancer in the company. I was 
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like, really? And he goes, but I have to tell you, 
my instinct is, you are really funny. he says,  
I think you would thrive the most as an actress.  
I said, okay, but I am not an actress. he said, have 
you ever tried? I said, no. So, I moved to LA when  
I was 18 and I started at this acting academy  
and it just took off. I loved it. All these years later 
I’m still doing it. even this is acting like obviously,  
I’m definitely not the character I play on stage at all. 

Your dad is a big fan of horror movies. What’s 
your favorite movie he introduced you to? 
There is an Italian horror movie called “Suspiria”. 
It’s about a ballet school. It’s directed by Dario 
Argento. It’s so scary. It’s from the 70’s, but it’s so 
cool. That’s a great film. 

You have done several tours with ALICE COOPER. 
Have you dreamt about having your own band or 
did it happen spontaneously? 
This is funny, I’ve always said to myself, I never, 
ever want to be in a band, never. My best friend 
says this all the time, she says god loves to make 
you break promises. And then Chuck, who is 
one of the dearest people in my life, I love him 
intensely. he says, come join this band, it can be 
great because you can do all the stuff you want. 
Basically, it’s everything I said I never wanted to 
do. I don’t wanna be in a band, I don’t wanna be in 
a theatrical band. We did our first tour in europe 
and not only did I have so much fun, I instantly 

matched with the guys. We just clicked, the music 
clicked and the stage show was just magic. You 
can’t mess with that. BeASTo just worked. 

I’ve seen 2 BEASTO BLANCO shows so far. My 
feeling is you are arena band. On a small stage 
in a club, it is impossible to express everything 
you want to say through your music as well as 
through your theatrical performance. How does 
it feel for you to be playing sold out arenas with 
ALICE COOPER and now performing in these small 
venues? 
It’s really cool that you say that because we did 
an arena tour with the German band BÖhSe 
oNKeLZ in 2016. You know, it was 20,000 people 
a night. We did that for a month. BeASTo is an 
arena band, you are probably right. But the 
cool thing here is, if you watch all those kung-fu 
movies, the kung-fu master has to go through all 
of the training. We came up at these clubs. We 
came up at these night clubs and these theaters 
doing BeASTo. By the time we got to the arena, 
it was like easy because we had this room and 
this space. And we just exploded on the stage. 
But these clubs are where we are sharpening 
our nails. There is a power in not thinking like, 
if only we could because we will and we’ve done 
arena tour and we are gonna do arena tour 
again. These clubs are teachable. They are really 
teaching us musically. Suddenly we get on the big 
stages and the music is perfect and now we can 



23

 Calico 
   Cooper
take the show around and do theater. Because 
we have the music done so well. 

You are a model, an actress, a dancer and now 
also a singer in rock’n’roll band. You are a very 
creative person, but which art area is closest  
to your heart? 
When I’m home, I do acting, really mostly. The 
only time I sing is with BeASTo. And the only time 
I model is for a French clothing company. It’s not 
anything what I would do professionally. The 
acting I think it’s the biggest means of expression 
for me because I get to play all these different 
characters. I have a couple of movies set up now 
which should be really good. I did an amazing 
movie with some great artists, called “Welcome 
To hell”. It’s about how a taxi shows up to pick 
up 3 girls on a halloween night, and it’s actually 
a taxi to hell. It’s taking our souls to hell. We 
are the 3 worst women you can ever meet, like 
everything that you could hate about people, 
that’s what we are. I am one of them. That’s why  
I love acting to could play these parts. 

Aren’t you also thinking about collaborating with 
other singers or musicians from the rock genre, 
or also apart from the genre? 
I would like to do something with other rock 
female vocalists, like Lzzy hale of hALeSTorM. 
I love her, I think she is a great person and an 
amazing singer. I would also love to do something 

with Amy Lee from eVANeSCeNCe. I think it would 
be even cool to do a crossover with somebody 
that’s not in our genre, like a country star. So, 
BeASTo does a song with Trisha Yearwood. It’s 
got a southern groove played on harmonica, but 
singing along with someone like her, would be 
a cool crossover, I think. And you know, I have 
heard literally some of the coolest productions,  
I have ever heard in my life in the rap scene now. 
The guys like Timbaland and all these producers 
are so good. What they are making now, isn’t just 
simple like rap, I’ll tell you, they are electronic 
masterpieces. I like this kind of crossover like you 
know, rob Zombie does that a lot. We love those 
guys like rob Zombie, MoTÖrheAD, but we try 
to put out more a little more southern into it. So, 
we have the electronic like rob Zombie, but little 
more like hillbilly. 

Everybody would expect you to cover one of your 
dad’s songs. You covered “Feed My Franken-
stein”. Why have you decided to cover one of the 
songs from his most commercial era, why not 
something from more underrated albums like 
“Zipper Catches Skin” or “Pretties For You?”
I didn’t wanna do it because it’s not my style.  
I don’t wanna cover his music. I love him, but it’s  
a little weird. And Chuck says, no, we are not gonna  
do his version. We’re gonna do a southern, dirty 
version of the song and I said ok. And then my 
dad heard it and he says to me, that’s so crazy. 

“I don’t care about the celebrity.  
If I cared about that, I could just walk 
around with a big name cause I have  

a famous dad. I really wanna tell stories  
and I wanna move people in the way  

that he has moved people. I wanna make  
my life better while changing yours.“
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I never thought of “Feed My Frankenstein” as  
a sexy song. “Feed My Frankenstein” actually is  
a cover, the ALICe song is a cover. It’s originally 
by the band called ZoDIAC MINDWArp AND The 
LoVe reACTIoN. So, he covered it and did a big 
metal song and now we covered it. The reason 
why we covered it is just that it’s not really his 
song. If he ever wrote something that did not get 
published. If he ever wrote a song and said, god, 
I can’t do the song cause it doesn’t really fit, but 
I’d love for someone to do it. Yeah, I would look 
at it. I am BeASTo as the whole group is. So, if it 
doesn’t fit our vibe, it can’t fit as we take it around 
to the ground. If it doesn’t work, it doesn’t work. 
We are not 80’s hair metal, we are not glam rock. 
It’s like a very specific kind of sound. I would love 
to have a writing session with my dad and write  
a song for BeASTo. I think that would be historical 
just to see what he would come up with. 

You are busy with your other activities, mainly 
with acting. Are you also involved in the 
songwriting process for BEASTO BLANCO? 
Well, Chuck with his wife Lindsay do most of that. 
Chuck and Lindsay live in Nashville and they write 
all the songs. Then they call me and ask me what 
would I say or how would you say it. And then we 
get in the studio and as I am singing, I go, I just 
feel like I would say this or I would do that. It’s the 
collaboration process.

What do you wish to achieve with BEASTO 
BLANCO, where do you see the band? 
Do you know what we are doing? right now, we 
are building up a family. The first time you have 
10, this time we have 150, next time there are 
250 there. It’s just hard work that pays off. It’s 
so great to see the entire family coming out. The 
whole BeASTo family, everybody in shirts, many 
people are coming from far away to see the band. 
Building up family is very important and then 
we wanna do things like soundtracks. Music for 
movies, it’s very theatrical. We are talking about 
doing a film about how this little kid became 
BeASTo. We’re really excited about that too, but 
it’s still in the works. 

As we have already mentioned couple of times, 
you are very busy and you are also married. What 
is your attitude about combining your marriage 
and career and are you planning to have kids? 
I think if anybody was a good example for how 
to do it, it was my parents. There’s a lot of give 
and take. When people are staying home, when 
people are going away. None of us ever felt like 
oh, dad is away all the time, or our mom is working 
all the time. It was like very symbiotic. I believe it 
can be easily done. You just have to believe you 
can do it and not like, it’s just too hard, I can’t. Yes, 
I definitely do, I want to have kids, but not now. 
Look at me right now, I’m a crazy person. But then 
again, look at my parents. 
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There is no doubt about you are extraordinarily 
talented, but unfortunately many people see the 
fact you are the daughter of the famous rock icon 
ALICE COOPER. Do you think you can ever get rid 
of this, in light of your work in showbusiness? 
I have been doing film and television for years.  
It took me a little bit of time to figure this out. 
I used to be like, don’t bring it up, don’t, don’t, 
don’t… And then finally, I don’t know what 
happened. I’ve really suffered trying to make it 
happen. I had a talk with my dad and he said, 
who cares what people think. he said: “Use the 
name and then, when you get on TV shows or 
movies, then blow them away. If you suck, that’s 
one thing, but I know that you don’t. Use the last 
name however you need to get in and then blow 
the doors down.” I was like that’s perfect. You 
know, you can’t get over the things people say 
all the time. I’ve heard this my whole life. people 
say the only reason I have this or I have that is 
because of my parents. The only reason she got 
this movie is because of her dad. The only reason 
she got that scholarship is because of her mom. 
one day I just stopped caring about what people 
think and just enjoyed the fact that I’m living my 
best life. 

What do you believe is your life’s mission? 
I want to create art, whether it’s film or television. 
I really wanna create art that changes me in the 
way my favorite art has changed me or like it 

changes other people in that way. I can remember 
paintings and songs and shows and movies that 
I saw and I went, that’s what I believe in, that’s 
how I wanna live my life or that moves me for 
whatever reason. I wanna create those things,  
I wanna make people feel things and all the great 
stuff that the arts are about in the first place.  
I don’t care about the celebrity. If I cared about 
that, I could just walk around with a big name 
cause I have a famous dad. Why would I do that? 
Why would I be doing any of this? I really wanna 
tell stories and I wanna move people in the way 
that he has moved people. I wanna make my life 
better while changing yours.
 
Assuming this happens, to create art and to keep 
the Cooper legacy going….
The Cooper legacy is what you make it. So far, 
he started it and I’m gonna take it from here and 
see what it becomes. hopefully, my children will 
wanna maintain that legacy as well.         KT



Official website:
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