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Katarina Benzova comes from the Slovak town of 
Liptovsky Mikulas and currently lives in Los Angeles. 
For a decade, she has been the main photographer and 
videographer for GunS n’ RoSeS, one of the greatest 
and the most successful music formations in the world. 
She has also been working for AeRoSMITH for several 
years. She documents all concert tours, behind-the-
scenes activities, happenings on the road and also 
takes promo pictures. In the past, she has worked with 
the supergroup THe DeAD DAISIeS and has toured with 
AC/DC, KISS or DeF LePPARD. Her photographs have 
appeared in prestigious media such as Rolling Stone, 
Italian Vogue, Forbes, Billboard, The new York Times 
and many others.

Her career as a concert photographer began in Vienna 
in 2010, where she was invited to the GunS n’ RoSeS 
concert by her friend. She used this opportunity and 
took the shots with her pocket camera. She then 
posted her shots on Facebook the next day. Members 
of the band noticed her photos and invited Katarina to 
shoot some more try out shows. At the time, they were 
looking for a photographer. She succeeded and GunS 
n’ RoSeS offered her a contract. This gave Katarina 
the opportunity that photographers, journalists and 
fans all over the world only dream of. She is connected 
with world-famous personalities through her work and 
has very close personal ties to many of them. This, of 
course, attracts attention and admiration, but also 
envy and jealousy. 

Life stories have a number of different scenarios. Many 
are successful and others will not succeed, even though 
they are willing to do anything for their goal. However, 
there are also those who are awaiting victory after  
a long fight. The story of Katarina Benzova looks very 
spontaneous as if her journey was driven directly by fate 
itself. nothing happens by accident and preparedness 
plays the most important role in all circumstances. At 
the age of 14, Katarina obtained a modeling contract 
with the prestigious agency eLITe MoDeL LooK. 
The modeling experience perfectly prepared her for  
a concert photography journey, where not only 
teamwork, speed, responsiveness, coping with tense and 
stressful situations, but also the ability to adapt her life 
to frequent traveling and constant changes are essential.

Besides music photography and documentary 
filmmaking, Katarina Benzova is also actively involved 
in projects supporting charity projects and projects 
involved in saving the planet. She has worked with the 
nelson Mandela Foundation – “Legacy of Hope”, nAMI, 
and regularly collaborates with the “Janie’s Found” 
foundation, under the auspices of the legendary 
AeRoSMITH front man, Steven Tyler. She founded the 
non-profit organization MISSIon11, with which she 
runs successful promotional campaigns and supports 
organizations to help and improve the world. She also 
involves well-known personalities to campaigns with 
the intention of reaching as many people as possible in 
the shortest possible time to support a specific project 
more effectively.
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KATARINA BENZOVA

INTERVIEW
How do you remember your childhood and the years 
spent with your family in Slovakia?
I have wonderful memories. I grew up in Liptovsky 
Mikulas, surrounded by mountains, and that’s how 
my childhood looked. I spent a lot of time with 
my family in the countryside. We were picking 
mushrooms, blueberries, roasting in the cottage.  
I am extremely grateful for this, and it has taught me 
to value nature and everything that Mother Earth 
has given us.

What did you wish to become before the modeling 
career was opened for you?
I don’t remember having special career desires back 
then. I just loved sports and nature.

You became a model at the age of 14. How was the 
changeover from a small Slovak town to big world 
capitals for you? What was the hardest thing you 
had to deal with in the beginning of this life change 
at such an early age?
It was a great cultural shock for me, especially when 
I lived in Japan. The hardest thing was getting used 
to the new environment, learning languages   and 
taking care of myself. I’m the kind of person who is 
attracted by new things. I want to learn and know as 
much as possible. It was also difficult to be far away 
from my family and friends, without the Internet 
or smartphones back then. But I used it as a huge 
opportunity to travel the world and learn to be 
independent.

What made you decide to leave the modeling world 
and what has this experience given you?
It gave me everything I needed and wanted to move 
on. There was nothing else to profit from it anymore. 
I had a great desire to create. Modeling gave me  
a lot. I was constantly surrounded by creative and 
inspiring people, and that helped me to see the world 
in a completely different way. Living in different parts 
of the world inspired me a lot and opened the door 
to places I had never dreamed of. Mainly, I learned 
independence and ferocity. I wanted to achieve 
something big in my life which I definitely wouldn’t 
have achieved with modeling.

You were a model for photographers and later the 
role turned the other way around. You’ve become  
a professional photographer. How has the 
experience of being a model influenced you as  
a photographer?
I guess by knowing what it is like to be on the other 
side of the lens and having an understanding of it. 
I worked with amazing photographers and noticed 
everything around me. Somehow it stuck with me 
after all those years in front of the camera, and  
I wanted to create myself.

What attracted you the most in the world of 
photography, why did you decide on this journey?
I was fascinated by the moment you pull the trigger. 
Suddenly, the moment that only you see becomes 
a fact that is forever captured, and you can share 
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your vision. To me, photography means capturing 
emotions, movement or anything, from my point of 
view. My goal is to evoke the same emotions in the 
person looking at the photo.

You are both a photographer and a videographer, 
and you came to both professions as a self-taught 
person. Do you believe this way your own creativity 
and intuition are more opened up, what makes it 
easier to discover your own style?
Yes, absolutely, and I’m grateful that I learned it 
myself. Otherwise, another person would teach 
me how to capture the world with someone else’s 
eyes. Schools are great to handle out the technical 
issues around photography. But if you want to take 
pictures professionally, no one will ever care if you 
graduated.

What makes you different from other photo- 
graphers, how would you define your style?
I can’t tell myself what makes my work different from 
other photographers. Others have to evaluate this.  
I prefer black and white photography because I feel 
that it captures more emotions and so the eye is 
not distracted by elements of color. But I also take 
pictures in color. It depends on the circumstances.  
I try to capture things as they are and moments 
when artists are in their own world where there is 
nothing else around.

As a photographer and an empathetic woman, 

do you perceive any differences in approach to 
photography between women and men?
It is not entirely possible to specify it, because every 
woman and man are completely different. I would 
not divide them into different categories.

The Internet and social networks have dramatically 
changed the overall view of art and its use. High-
quality art photographs are often replaced by 
unprofessional shots from mobile phones or 
compacts, which are now frequently published also 
by big and prestigious media. How do you see the 
future of art photography in view of these facts?
It is very sad to see it, and I fight it almost every day. We 
live in a very fast world in which people want information 
instantly regardless of the quality. Many prestigious 
media would rather publish a nasty photo from the 
mobile phone than wait a few hours until we send them 
an edited professional photo that complements the 
artist, but mainly the atmosphere of the concert. For 
me, the saddest thing is to see thousands of luminous 
phones at a concert where most people prefer to 
watch it through their phone screen rather than enjoy 
the concert itself. As far as artistic photography is 
concerned, I still see it as positive. There have always 
been and always will be the people who value art and 
photography and admire them.

You work mostly with music icons. What does music 
mean to you, what meaning does it have for your 
life?

Katarina Benzova & Axl Rose (GUNS N’ ROSES)



“We‘re very lucky  
to have her with us!  

Not everyone has  
a Slovakian Warrior  

bitch on their  
side who takes  
awesome pics  

as well! Ha!”
(AXL RoSe,  

GunS n’ RoSeS)

“No one captures magic in a lens quite like her.”
(DJ ASHA, GunS n’ RoSeS)

GUNS N’ ROSES

Axl Rose (GUNS N’ ROSES)Slash (GUNS N’ ROSES)
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“Music is a form  
of art that can  

influence our emotions 
and worldview.“

Music is incredibly important to me, and like most 
people, I wouldn’t be able to live without it. It is a form 
of art that can influence our emotions and worldview. 
Music and musicians need to be supported.

You are mainly a concert photographer and, as 
you also say, music is about emotions. I sometimes 
notice photographers focus mainly on capturing the 
best possible shots and don’t care about the music. 
How do you feel about it, how much emotion from 
the music influences the final shot?
It is the most important aspect of great music 
photography. Whether it is the emotions of the 
music itself or the musicians who make the music. 
It is an emotional experience, and it is necessary to 
capture it the way people can hear the music even 
when they look at the photo.

Are there any moments when the atmosphere of  
a concert or a particular song drags you so much 
into it that you put down your camera and just 
enjoy the moment?
Yes, it happens to me very often. Many times, in 
order to capture the specific atmosphere, I firstly 
have to be dragged into it and become part of it.

Besides the concert photography, you also take 
pictures of various promotional campaigns. Do you 
have any idea in advance what the photo should 
look like, or do you improvise?
I usually create a basic idea in advance of what  

a photo should look like and then improvise 
according to conditions, weather or mood.

What would you never go for as a photographer?
To work as paparazzi. It’s totally against the grain, 
and I wouldn’t go for it, not even for the best money.

You are actively involved in supporting charity 
projects and also in projects aimed at saving the 
planet. You are the founder of the non-profit 
organization MISSION11. What types of projects do 
you support and what do you wish to achieve with 
your organization?
I am very grateful for the luck that is smiling on me 
in my life, and I want to move it further. The main 
aim is to use photography as a powerful medium 
to disseminate the missions of other organizations 
that aim to change the world for the better and 
to support them. If an organization needs help, 
we design a campaign. We engage world-famous 
celebrities to get the most out of the news. We 
shoot and film the campaign and selflessly donate 
the finished project to them. We support different 
types of campaigns such as efforts to reverse 
blasting laws, for example shooting wolves, ocean 
and forest conservation projects, endangered 
species conservation projects, etc.

Do you have to deal with celebrities’ participation 
with their managers, even if you know many of 
them personally and work with them, and how 

Katarina Benzova & Steven Tyler (AEROSMITH)



“I have seen a million photos  
of me screaming,  

but this one is different.  
It´s like she saw right into my soul.”

 (STeVen TYLeR, AeRoSMITH)

Steven Tyler (AEROSMITH)



Moby Anthony Kidies (RED HOT CHILLI PEPPERS)

Ozzy & Sharon Osbourne Duff McKagan (GUNS N’ ROSES)
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difficult is it to persuade a celebrity to lend a face 
to a particular campaign?
Yes, it is very demanding, and it is handled 
personally and with the management as well for 
several months. I am not the kind of person who 
gives up quickly, so I push and push until they agree 
:-). Sometimes it works out even without any bigger 
problems because those people want to support 
particular projects themselves. Mostly, it is more 
about arranging logistics and timing issues.

In implementing such a campaign, can you 
depersonalize with the intention of helping 
and achieving the most effective outcome, by 
transforming the negative into a positive, and how 
do you experience such situations internally?
All the organizations we support have a very sad 
mission that always becomes a part of you. That’s 
why we want to help. In our campaigns, we try to 
lighten the sadness, and instead of creating pictures 
of maltreated animals, we create something positive. 
This way people get a different perspective and want 
to help instead of turning off the computer with  
a bad feeling and preferring to ignore it. So far it 
works very successfully :-). As humans, we make 
the biggest mistakes thanks to ignorance. It is most 
important for us to familiarize people with what is 
happening and offer them opportunities to help.

What have you achieved so far with MISSION11?
With Animals Asia, we managed to get people 

acquainted with the Moon Bear and about cruelty 
in bear farms where they take bile for cosmetic 
products. This organization then buys farms 
and creates reservations where the bears are 
rehabilitated. We managed to attract people like 
Anthony Kiedis from RED HOT CHILLI PEPPERS, 
Ozzy and Sharon Osbourne, Moby, actor Matt 
Lucas, Duff McKagan from GUNS N’ ROSES or 
Simon Le Bon from DURAN DURAN. Jimmy Page 
from LED ZEPPELIN or Olivia Newton-John also 
lent us their name. Another campaign was carried 
out in cooperation with the Wolf Conservation 
Center for reversing the law on wolf blasting in 
several US states. Then Axl Rose from GUNS N’ 
ROSES and actor Jason Momoa joined us as well. 
Now I have another campaign in Korea to stop 
the dog-eating festival for the DoVE Project. I am 
constantly working on something and hope there 
will be more and more campaigns.

Which possibilities and collaborations are you the 
most grateful for and where did they move you as  
a personality?
For all of them, I am grateful for every opportunity 
and cooperation. Each one taught me something 
new and moved me on to be a better version of 
myself.

You often travel around the world. Which countries 
or places are closest to your heart and why?
I find something that I love and am inspired by at 

Katarina Benzova, Anthony Kidfies, Ozzy & Sharon Osbourne



“As a photographer, I would like my 
photographs to help people see the world 
differently and, above all, to help change  

the world for the better.“
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each place and in every country. There are many of 
them. In every country, where there are the people, 
culture and nature. I love Japan, Hawaii, Iceland, 
Tibet, South Africa and, of course, all of Europe and 
other countries.

What helps you overcome stressful situations while 
touring?
Meditation, nature and good mood.

Your life is very varied and basically, you are 
always on the move and on the road. Have you ever 
experienced a period of feeling empty or frustrated 
in your life?
Yes, there are many such periods. I try to wade 
through them by doing what I love - time spent with 
my loved ones, and especially the time spent with 
myself in nature.

You have succeeded in the world of famous 
personalities even though you come from  
a diametrically different background. What advice 
would you give to those who are determined to 
change their lives and want options other than 
their current environment offers?
Not to be afraid to go for it. It sounds like a cliché, 
but sometimes you just need to believe in yourself, 
your talents, and not to be afraid to take that creepy 
step into the unknown. No need to take everything 
so seriously. Just trust your feelings.

Your life story looks very spontaneous and natural 
as if destiny opened the journeys for you itself, and 
I don’t mean it the way you don’t have to deal with 
any obstacles. How much do you believe in destiny?
I do believe in destiny a million percent. Even though 
things are not working for us the way we wish them 
to happen at a particular period of time, we may 
later find out that the fall has opened the way to 
an even better end than we could have imagined 
before. It is important to believe that everything is 
as it should be and take all the negative experiences 
as an opportunity to learn something new that will 
move us in the right direction.

What are your goals as a photographer?
I have a lot of goals. As a photographer, I would like my 
photographs to help people see the world differently 
and, above all, to help change the world for the better.

Katarina Benzova & Jimmy Page (LED ZEPPELIN)



“Kat Benzova takes amazing pictures.  
She has her own unique artistic style & 
really knows how to capture rock ‘n‘ roll. 
Thanks, Kat.” 
(SeBASTIAn BACH, SKID RoW)

Augus Young (AC/DC)Paul Stanley (KISS)

Sebastian Bach (SEBASTIAN BACH, SKID ROW)



“Katarina captures life  
through her lens in  

a remarkable way which  
leaves one to wonder  
if there‘s really glass  

between the subject and eye.  
Stark realism is at  

the forefront of her aim.”
(BILLY GIBBonS, ZZ ToP)

Mick Jagger (THE ROLLING STONES)

Billy Gibbons (ZZ TOP) Perry Farrell (JANE’S ADDICTION)



Steven Tyler (AEROSMITH) & Dave Grohl (FOO FIGHTERS, NIRVANA)
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