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Kobi Farhi became known in the world 
of music as the lead singer and founding 
member of the Israeli band ORPHANED 
LAND which was formed back in 1991. 
The band had to wait for their turn at  
international success for over ten years. 
Even during those years, they already 
managed to influence the lives of many 
people in the Middle East without being 
deeply aware of the impact they were 
slowly starting to have. From the initial 
enthusiasm for metal music which they 
started to combine with the oriental  
influences of their region, they step by 
step turned naturally into a band with  
a sense of mission and purpose. The break-
through moment for the band arrived in 
2001, in the form of an email from a Pales-
tinian fan who sent them a photo of him 
getting an ORPHANED LAND tattoo, to-
gether with a message about the impor-
tance of their music in his life. This was 
the moment that completely changed the 
views of these musicians as they immedi-
ately began to understand the power of 
music and their future journey.

There is a beautiful message in the con-

cept of ORPHANED LAND that grows big-
ger and bigger as new topics are intro-
duced with each album, but the main 
ideas serving as the pillars of their entire 
creative process remain: bringing light 
and hope to the lives of those who suf-
fer under the pressure of the uncompro-
mising rules of society, opening the eyes 
and changing the minds of blood enemies 
by showing different views and ways of 
thinking and spreading peace, human-
ity and friendship through the music and 
philosophy they are all devoted to.

The band went through several lineup 
changes throughout the years. The most 
significant change happened in 2011 with 
the departure of one of the founding 
members and lead guitarist Yossi Sassi. He 
was replaced by the generation-younger, 
creative and talented Chen Balbus who 
helped to bring the band to another level 
thanks to his interest in and use of mod-
ern technologies.

ORPHANED LAND is not a band cranking 
out album after album every year. They 
take their time to work things out in the 
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most sophisticated way. Every album con-
firms not only their growth as musicians,  
but also as human beings. This is thanks 
to their origins and roots and the unique 
genre they have created, underlined by 
the charismatic personality of frontman 
Kobi Farhi and, above all, the band’s mis-
sion. One of Kobi Farhi’s biggest dreams 
on a personal level came true on the 10th 
of March in 2019 in the form of the birth of 
his first child, a daughter who was named 
Leila Liana. 

The band has gained a lot of respect from 
fans, media, people from spheres far from 
the metal/rock scene and other respected 
artists and music colleagues from differ-
ent genres. ORPHANED LAND is the most 
popular band from the Middle East. Their 

work has already been recognised and 
honored with three Peace awards, includ-
ing the Friendship and Peace Award the 
band received from the Turkish Govern-
ment even though the two countries have 
no diplomatic connection. Their thankful 
fans started an online petition in 2012 
and nominated these Middle Eastern am-
bassadors, uniting people no matter their 
religious beliefs or the background they 
come from, for the Nobel Peace Prize. The 
petition has been signed by thousands of 
people from all over the world since then. 
ORPHANED LAND are also the proud hold-
ers of several music awards including the 
Global Metal Band of the year 2014 and 
The Best Video of The Year 2018 for the 
song “Like Orpheus” at the Progressive 
Music Awards UK.          KT

Kobi Farhi / Photo by Zoharon Photography
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You come from Jaffa, which is one of the oldest 
cities in the world and also a crossroads for 
several ethnic groups, implying some form of 
cultural and religious diversity. what were your 
feelings about the city, especially while you were 
growing up? was it natural for you or were you 
also confused by it?
I think it was both because like you said, Jaffa is  
a very, very old city, having a lot of archeology and 
history. Jaffa is even mentioned in the bible when 
Jonah was trapped in the belly of the beast. Grow-
ing up in Jaffa was an amazing experience. as a kid, 
it was a very personality-shaping experience for 
me. The population of the city consisted of people 
from Judaism, Christianity and Islam. The music 
from your neighbors was always different. I could 
hear the synagogue, I could hear arabic music from 
our neighbors, I could hear the church. Three plac-
es with such a huge distance between them, this 
is only happening in Israel, in Jaffa. of course, also 
in Jerusalem, but there it is more something that 
is very related to the holy land. I remember when  
I was a kid, people used to tell me that I was living in 
the city that celebrates the highest number of the 
holidays in the world. This city celebrates Jewish 
holidays, muslim holidays and Christian holidays.  
I always used to see it in the windows. The crosses 
if it was Christmas, the crescent if it was ramadan 
or the hanukkiah if it was the Jewish hanukkah.  
I have always found it to be very multicultural. my 
grandparents, they had a textile factory and they 

used to have employees from all the people of Jaf-
fa. These were Christians, muslims… I remember 
walking around them and seeing that there was  
a very good vibe between them all. Great harmony,  
great friendship, they were working and laughing 
all the time, eating together, drinking together… 
This is definitely my biggest inspiration for the 
creation of the lyrics for orphaned land, for the 
concept and things that I stand for. I take my home 
city and my childhood as a very big influence. 

so, when did the biggest source of confusion start 
inside you? 
The biggest confusion for me started when I be-
came a teenager. I started to get fed up with the 
newspapers and other people’s opinions, whether 
if it was about muslims or about Christians or the 
opinions of muslims about Jews. For a short pe-
riod, I was very confused and thought that maybe 
an arab wanted to kill me or something like that. 
There were always some stories about bloodshed 
in Jaffa. It was not 100 percent stories of coexist-
ence and friendship. There were stories of both 
kinds. I am trying to be a positive being. I strongly 
remember the positive stories. I embrace them 
and take them with me. I was confused because 
they always taught us even in school that Isaac and 
Ishmael, they were brothers. Isaac is the father of 
Judaism and Ishmael is the father of arabs and 
both of them are the sons of abraham. I was al-
ways confused why we are fighting with the arabs 
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because we are brothers historically. we believe 
in the same stories, we have the same names. It’s 
like sweden and norway, it’s like the slavic people. 
we are the same people and I never understood 
it. of course, there is the fact that Jesus was a Jew. 
I couldn’t understand the feelings of Christian-
ity even though they blame the Jewish people for 
Jesus being crucified. I was always confused and 
didn’t understand it, but I grew to understand we 
are strongly brainwashed by the media, by our 
priest, by our rabbi, by our religious leaders, by the 
newspaper… They feed us, and we take it as the 
absolute truth. so, our parents are brainwashed. 
we get it from everywhere. we get it from TV, we 
get it from religious leaders from any kind and we 
get it from our parents and friends. They paint this 
reality. I think the best-selling toy in the world is 
a toy gun. as a small kid, you grow up with a toy 
gun in your hands, then you grow up and the gun 
become real. It makes sense to you because you 
were trained to hold a gun ever since you were  
a kid. You were fighting with your friends with guns, 
you were fighting with your videogame with guns 
and now when you have that brainwashed stuff all 
around you, you are ready to hold the gun, to go 
and defend your country from the enemy. I have 
grown up to understand that this is a big falsehood 
and the only thing I can do about it is to write mu-
sic. I am devoted to music and songwriting. That’s 
my weapon. I take Jaffa and all this experience with 
religion, that’s one of the reasons why we use a lot 

of motifs from religion. I am not a religious human 
being and I have a lot of criticism towards religion. 
I think that they are failing to provide the things 
that they were trusted to provide. If it’s hope, if it’s 
humanity, if it’s morality, if it’s just about the value 
of life, if it’s just that everyone is a child of God. re-
ligion is like a political party that takes care of their 
own needs, that’s all. 

The oriental influences in your music are under-
standable thanks to your origins. how did you  
get into metal music? how was it with the support 
for metal music in Israel back then, especially  
in the 80s - 90s and in the times when there was 
still no Internet? 
First of all, I will go back to Jaffa. other than the 
fact that Jaffa was a very multicultural city, Jaffa 
was always a very hard-core city. It was the city 
with the biggest amount of junkies in Israel. when 
I was a kid, every second person statistically here 
was a junky. I have a junky in my family. a lot of 
spirituality or religion and a lot of hard-core peo-
ple on the other hand, all these hard-core people 
all together, this is orphaned land in a way.  
I would go forward to my youth. You have to un-
derstand that Israel is the only democracy in the 
middle east. we are surrounded by countries that 
now have regimes that are holding steady, but 
those countries used to be dictatorships, some-
times slaughtering their own people, and Israel 
was always a free country. we were free to expose 
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ourselves to music from the west and to heavy 
metal. meTallICa was already in Israel in 1993. 
That was highlight of my youth. I was 17 years 
old when I first went to a meTallICa concert. we 
were always free to express our thoughts, to do 
whatever we wanted. I could declare in the middle 
of the streets that I believe in satan and wanted 
to piss on the head of the prime minister and no 
one would put me in jail or kill me because of it. 
heavy metal came here before it came to the arab 
world. everything seemed to me to be very old, 
very plastic when I was 15 years old until I discov-
ered Iron maIden. From the first moment when  
I heard their music, I felt that I had discovered  
a secret world or something very sincere, some-
thing that didn’t wish to be radio-friendly or pop-
ish or anything like that. I discovered myself like  
I was resurrected or reborn into the way of living  
I knew that I wanted for myself. I felt it when I was 
15 years old and I still feel it today. heavy metal 
music can do wonders, music in general can do 
wonders, and heavy metal especially can do won-
ders that are magnificent. orphaned land is 
the proof of it. The band members of orphaned 
land are the most popular Israelis in the arab 
world and it’s because of heavy metal music. In the 
rainbow of the people of Israel, you can find many 
people who can also potentially be popular in the 
arab world. It could be poets, left wing politicians 
or pro-palestinian politicians, documentary direc-
tors… how can it be that heavy metal dudes are 

the most popular guys in the arab world? It’s be-
cause of our lyrics of course, the specialty of our 
music, but also being a heavy metal band. That’s 
just a fact. It just proving the things I felt when  
I was very young. It proves that heavy metal has 
a lot of power. It even changes your mind that we 
are talking here about historical brothers, but cur-
rently blood enemies that have killed each other 
for over a hundred years now. It seems like arabs 
and Israelis completely forgot that they are broth-
ers and they just see each other as animals. when 
heavy metal music seems to break it or seems to 
change it, that is something with nothing like it in 
the middle east. It’s always bloody stories, always 
stories of fires and weapons. It’s never stories of 
friendship and brotherhood. 

You experienced the Gulf war when you were only 
16. we don’t have to talk in detail about how ter-
rifying an experience it had to be. but can we say 
it was one of the more motivational times for you 
when you decided to speak to the people through 
your music and showing people different ways  
of thinking? 
Yes, it was right at the time when I was really 
strongly into heavy metal. I was going to sleep 
with meTallICa in my headphones back then 
and I felt that meTallICa was protecting me from 
all the evil of the world. I really see heavy metal as  
a religion and the people of heavy metal, I see 
them as rabbis or something like that. It was back 
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in the Gulf war where I wrote the lyrics with my 
friend to the song “The sahara’s storm” from the 
album “sahara”. You can see the lyrics, they’re 
very strong and very much attached with the  
Israeli – arab conflict. In the song I even men-
tioned the words desert storm – it was the name 
of the operation that the united states ran during 
the whole war in the Gulf. It was named by the 
united states. That was the song that came out of 
the Gulf war and it’s a great song. It’s the opener 
on our debut album and it’s one of my favorites 
up till now.

You started the band under the name  
resurreCTIon. did you decide to change  
the band’s name also so you wouldn’t be  
considered as a white metal band? 
no. we started the band as resurreCTIon and 
we played very ordinary death metal like mor-
bId anGel or sepulTura. we stopped after six 
months, and we said if we tried to copy ameri-
can bands or european bands, we would end up 
doing nothing. we come from a different place. 
we come from a place where the weather is dif-
ferent, the atmosphere is different, the mental-
ity is different. everything here is different than 
in europe or the united states. we thought to 
ourselves, why shouldn’t we combine those ele-
ments in our music, why shouldn’t we create a 
new genre in heavy metal. oriental metal – why 
shouldn’t we bring middle eastern atmospheric 

folklore metal into heavy metal. orphaned 
land was one of the first folk metal bands in the 
world, actually. we started it years ago. at that 
point, we decided to focus on that place and take 
inspiration from that place. It could have been 
the lyrics, it could have been the instruments or 
the way we play our music. we decided to take 
everything from this place and not to be inspired 
by american or european bands. The first natural 
thing to do was to change the name of the band 
because ressureCTIon is a cliché. orphaned 
land is a paraphrase of the holy land, the prom-
ised land. The place where we stand, where we 
will get all our inspiration from, all of the back-
ground to our music. If Israel is described as  
a holy land or as a promised land, we saw it and 
still do see it as an orphaned land because wars 
are going on, bloodshed is going on, conflicts are 
going on… how much holiness do you have left? 
If you take the bible and throw it into the toilet, 
how much holiness will be left in the book? It will 
be full of shit from the toilet. If the land is holy, 
but blood is falling on the land, how much ho-
liness remains from this holy land? That’s why 
we see this land more as an orphaned land than  
a holy land. I don’t see anything holy about blood-
shed or blood spinning on the land. That’s why we 
have a name that’s so meaningful and our lyrics 
have become so meaningful and our music has 
become so original and unique. That was the new 
step that guided the band’s direction ever since.

“If Israel is described as a holy land  
or as a promised land, we saw it and still 
do see it as an orphaned land because 

wars are going on, bloodshed is going on, 
conflicts are going on…  

I don’t see anything holy about bloodshed 
or blood spinning on the land.“
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You found some inspiration for your band’s name 
in the work of Yehuda poliker, who is also a guest 
on your anniversary dVd and is the author of the 
song “shama’im”. we don’t know that much about 
Israeli artists. what is most inspiring for you about 
the personality and work of Yehuda poliker? 
First of all, Yehuda poliker is the son of holocaust 
survivors. his parents survived the holocaust. 
They came to Israel with all those wounds in their 
hearts from world war II. he grew up in a house 
where the holocaust was the main thing. he never 
saw his parents laughing or smiling, for example. 
and the stories about the holocaust were so horri-
ble. he was the first artist in Israel that really wrote 
songs about the holocaust for the Jewish nation. 
This is of course a big story for the Jewish nation 
in Israel. he did it as part of the rock band that 
he formed, but he also used these middle east-
ern motifs from the region in his rock’n’roll. and 
being a rock’n’roll singer and using those motifs 
from the middle east, that was a very inspiring 
thing for us as teenagers. and we found the name  
orphaned land from one of his songs. It was our 
bass player, uri, who called me and said that he 
found a name for the band. he looked at the lyrics 
of one of his songs and it was there. his lyrics, his 
melodies, they could be so sad that I would share  
a tear. They could be so happy that I would dance 
on the table. his extremes of happiness and sad-
ness. If you visit a Yehuda poliker show, you’ll want 
to cry and dance on the table at the same show. In 

my opinion, he is the greatest artist in Israel. he is  
a very big inspiration for orphaned land. having 
him playing with us on the 20th anniversary of the 
band, that was such a dream come true, you can 
only imagine it. and having him write a custom-
made song for the band. It was not just a song that 
he gave us, you know, like I have an extra song, take 
it. he was writing it especially for us. every word of 
the lyrics is found in the story of orphaned land. 
It’s based on a subject that we felt like. he repeats 
the words in the lyrics which perfectly represent 
orphaned land. and this is priceless. someone 
who is your idol acknowledging your being and 
supporting you and writing a song for you. That’s 
the best thing in the world for us. 

You have been very controversial since the begin-
ning of your career. what have been the reactions 
from the closest people to you, like your family, 
aren’t they worried about your life, especially 
when you are on tour? 
Yes, they are always afraid. You know, being a Jew-
ish human being, that means that you are always 
afraid. I believe that you know history. The Jews 
were persecuted ever since the time of Jesus or 
when they were the slaves of egypt in the bible. 
They were persecuted in russia, all over europe, 
all over the world. no one really loves the Jews for 
some reason which I don’t understand, but that’s 
a fact. even not being in a band, just being a Jew, 
going outside of the country. Your parents are al-
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ways telling you, if you have a necklace with the 
star of david, try to hide it. don’t let people know 
that you are Jewish. be careful, don’t speak he-
brew very loudly. This is the natural Jewish fear of 
being persecuted coming from the holocaust. of 
course, being in a band, standing on stage, being 
so exposed, singing songs dealing with a fragile 
subject. my family is always afraid, but that’s my 
mission in this world and that’s what I want to do. 
I can’t let my fears, or my family’s fears, paralyze 
me. I believe that I’m doing the right thing and that 
I’m doing a good thing. and this is the only thing 
I know how to do. I can’t be a mechanic or a bus 
driver or a businessman or banker. I can only be 
Kobi from orphaned land. That’s what I know. 

how do you remember the times while you were 
working on your first two albums, the debut  
“sahara” and “el norra alila”? 
we were teenagers, you know. we were very na-
ïve. we felt that we were doing something unique 
in the heavy metal scene. we felt like we created 
a new genre, but I could never imagine that so 
many of my dreams will come true. I could never 
imagine that I would play with or meet meTallICa. 
In those days I was going to their concert, and 17 
years later I met them. Kirk hammett, he wrote  
a review of our album “The never ending way of 
orwarrior”. I couldn’t imagine back then that so 
many people from the arab countries would fol-
low some Israeli men. It was something unbeliev-

able or dizzying. It didn’t make sense that it could 
be possible. we were just writing music, and we 
didn’t yet understand the power of music. we al-
ways knew that music is humane, but we didn’t 
know that music could turn enemies to friends. 
Today I know that if I meet two enemies and I want 
to bring them together, the first thing that I would 
look for is a common song they both like. I would 
ask each and everyone separately, what kind of 
music do you like? Tell me all the bands that you 
like. and then I would find something that both of 
them like. This would be the first thing that I would 
say to both of them, to both enemies. before we 
start talking, before we start sharing your conflict 
or ideas, if you’re feeling you are the victim or any-
thing like that. I just want to tell you that both of 
you are crazy fans of meTallICa, Iron maIden 
and pInK FloYd or that other stuff doesn’t mat-
ter. people always think their enemies represent 
all the things that they don’t stand for. my enemy 
is everything that I’m not. That’s what people think. 
If you see that your enemy likes the same song you 
do, that means you have something in common. 
That is a great start to maybe making peace be-
tween enemies. I didn’t know all these things over 
the years, but orphaned land has been my rab-
bi and priest and imam more than any religious 
leader. orphaned land is my guru because  
orphaned land has taught me all those lessons, 
all those philosophical ideas, all those acknowl-
edgements, all those enlightenments that I had 
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in my head. I learned it all from my band. I didn’t 
know it when we recorded “sahara” and “el norra 
alila”, but it was something that was evolving all 
the time. Today it’s a fact. not only for me. people 
are following and are influenced by our philosophi-
cal ideas. people living in arab countries, they have 
hope in their lives because of our music. That’s a 
great responsibility and that’s also a great privilege 
to be a friend of your enemies.

as a part of your 20th anniversary, you released 
the dVd “The road to or shalem” in 2011, which 
also includes a summary of those 20 years on the 
scene. how would you value, in your own words, 
the highlights and what were the breakdowns for 
you? 
The highlight was acknowledging the fact that we 
have fans in arab countries. It happened in 2001. 
only ten years after the band was formed. only 
then did I realize that we have followers in the arab 
world because the Internet started to enter to our 
lives. I divide the life of the band into two parts: 
the first ten years and the second ten years. In the 
first ten years, we were very active the first four 
years. we did “sahara” and “el norra alila”. and 
then for six years we did nothing. The band was 
not active at all. Then I got this email from a pales-
tinian fan who had a tattoo of ORPHANED LAND. 
I was completely shocked. I went to the band and  
I showed them the tattoo and I told them, what can 
you do in your life that is more important than this. 

That was a highlight moment that reshaped and 
changed our lives. Then the second ten years, all 
of them are highlights. because of the release of 
“mabool” and because of the release of “The never  
ending way of orwarrior”. working with steven 
wilson, working with Yehuda poliker, meeting  
meTallICa, playing in more than 35 countries and 
of course having a huge amount of people who are 
supposed to be enemies come together. Those are 
the highlights of my life. Those are the things that  
I could have only dreamed of in those first ten 
years. we succeeded and managed to accomplish 
them. It’s great to make your dreams come true. 
I would say that the beginning of the band was a 
highlight. Then it was six years of complete dark-
ness, nothing. and then the comeback. The irony 
that an Israeli band came back to life because of 
a palestinian. That’s a fact. ever since then we are 
writing and working with the band and moving for-
ward. 

You’ve already mentioned steven wilson, who is 
a guest on your anniversary dVd and who also 
produced your album “The never ending way of  
orwarrior”. he’s known as a big professional 
who doesn’t really work with just everyone. what 
does it mean to you he chose orphaned land  
to collaborate with? 
he is a great human being. he is a simple dude, 
down to earth. I got drunk with him a few times. we 
became friends. he doesn’t really have much time, 

“I couldn’t imagine back then that so many 
people from the Arab countries would 

follow some Israeli men. It was something 
unbelievable or dizzying. It didn’t make 

sense that it could be possible.“
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but he is a great human being. I really love him.  
I adore his work. It was a dream for us to work with 
him because we really admire what he did with 
porCupIne Tree. when he heard “mobool”, he 
was really amazed by this genre that we created. 
he said only opeTh had amazed him like that. he 
felt like we were the Israeli or the middle eastern 
opeTh. he was fascinated. he said that nothing 
sounds like it. It was very progressive. he likes pro-
gressive music. It was great to work with him. hav-
ing him on our dVd, singing our song “beloved’s 
Cry” was a dream. It was my dream to have some-
one like steven wilson to do that. I can honestly say 
a lot of my dreams came true in life. because we 
believe in our way and we believe in ourselves. we 
take in inspiration and try to believe in ourselves 
in the same way. of course, I think that we gained 
a lot of porCupIne Tree and opeTh fans because 
some people just follow everything that steven 
wilson does. he is like a music God in a way. 

The album “all in one” was a breakthrough album 
which started a completely new era in orphaned 
land history. There is a parallel between the al-
bum’s title and the cover artwork with the com-
bination of the symbols of the main 3 religions. 
did you have to face some nonsense charges from 
some of those fanatical religious organizations 
active all around the world? 
we live in Israel, we live in an open-minded coun-
try. some people were frustrated about the cross 

because people here don’t like Jesus very much 
or Christianity. because Jews were persecuted by 
Christians for many years, but the answer is sim-
ple. we are living in a free world. I would do what-
ever I want. You don’t like it, don’t buy it, don’t lis-
ten to it. remove it from your brain, you know. The 
majority of people of Israel, they are very proud of 
us because we are bringing a lot of honor to the 
country. we are bringing a lot of good news to the 
country. everyone is always encountering the Isra-
el, through the media, that is involved in conflicts 
or wars. we are succeeding in doing wonders. The 
media are dealing with us around the world, and in 
Israel, the majority of the people in Israel respect 
us. even if they don’t follow the lyrics or they don’t 
really like heavy metal music, we get a lot of re-
spect, including from religious people. our lyrics 
are about our middle eastern reality. I’m not say-
ing words like “Fuck me, Jesus” or stuff like that. we 
are dealing with very objective facts. In the matter 
of freedom speech, we can do it, but we don’t. our 
lyrics are not so extreme. 

I am going to repeat the words from your song 
“Fail” (album “all Is one”), so why do you think 
we fail to see and why do we fail again and again? 
It’s very easy to answer it because our education 
is fucked up from the source. we are learning in 
school about bullshit. or the church is teaching 
us all about bullshit. why don’t they have a les-
son in school about the value of life, for exam-

Sahara (1994) El Norra Alila (1996) Mabool (2004) 
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ple, I’m sorry that my example will be an extreme 
one. why don’t they teach you that you can’t kill 
another human being, the same as you can’t fuck 
your own father or brother. why don’t people fuck 
their sisters or brothers? because it’s not accept-
able in the mind. so why is killing acceptable in the 
mind? It’s all about education. we are educated to 
hold a gun since we are children. we are trained 
to kill. we fail to see because of the brainwashing 
of the media, the brainwashing of the leaders, the 
brainwashing of religions and the brainwashing 
of education. If you change the whole education 
system, only then we will have some hope that we 
won’t continue to fail. because it’s one big failure. 
If you look through our history, it’s everywhere. we 
kill each other everywhere. I don’t care if it’s africa 
or south america. we need to change the whole 
education system. There was a very famous Jew 
named Janusz Korczak. he was the manager of an 
orphanage during the time of holocaust. and he 
was all about education. he was one of the great-
est teachers in all history. he said it’s all about 
education and I believe him. You know, when the 
Germans came to take the children, to kill them, he 
could have escaped, but he went with the children 
and died with the children. he means more to me 
than any rabbi or any priest. of course, there are 
good rabbis as well and good religious leaders.  
I don’t want to say that all of them are bad. 

one piece of evidence that you are doing things 

in right way is also The Friendship and peace 
award you received from the Turkish government. 
orphaned land has a strong fan base there.  
I know you wish to perform in countries like leba-
non. but for now, you can at least perform in one 
muslim country – Turkey. how does it feel for you 
to perform there? 
we can’t play in lebanon because they would have 
killed me the moment I entered. There is not any 
diplomatic relationship between Israel and leba-
non. lebanese people shouldn’t speak to Israelis 
according to the law. we played at hellfest in 2011 
and there was a lebanese belly dancer with us on 
stage. we raised the flags of Israel and lebanon 
together. Israel and lebanon are blood enemies. 
To put the Israeli and lebanese flags on stage to-
gether, she had a lot of troubles because of that. 
and we knew that she would be in trouble, but she 
really wanted to do it. That’s the only thing we did 
with lebanon. actually, if I go as an Israeli to any 
other arab country, my life is in real danger be-
cause they are trained to hate me. our fans, they 
are just a few, they can’t really protect me. The 
only muslim country that we play in is Turkey. It’s 
always amazing because people from lebanon, 
syria, Iran, Jordan, egypt, they come all the way 
to Turkey to see our concert. and that’s a bizarre 
picture. an Israeli Jewish band standing on stage 
with a crowd full of muslims and arabs. and that’s 
the power of music. It’s a miracle right there that 
moment. Come one day to see our show in Tur-

Unsung Prophets & Dead Messiahs (2018) All Is One (2013) The Never Ending Way of ORwarriOR (2010) 
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key and you will understand this is magic. This is 
hope in action. These are the best shows in the 
world for me because they are the proof that we 
are breaking these walls of hate and bloodshed 
between the people. 

on one hand you are very critical towards religion 
and its negative impact on people, but on the oth-
er hand you are saying you respect religion. what 
are the facts you respect about religion? 
I respect religion. people have taken religion to 
bankruptcy. religion in its basic idea is a good 
idea. To educate people, to be good people, lead 
people to charity, to be more moral people, to 
give hope to people, to help people… we fail to 
see or provide the basic pillars of religion. That’s 
the fault of human beings. human beings are the 
ambassadors of religion – rabbis, imams, priests… 
my criticism is going towards the people, not to-
wards the idea. I respect the idea of religion,  
I respect the prophets, the stories and the bible.  
I do respect it very much. 

You very often use phrases from the bible and Ko-
ran in your lyrics. do you believe these books are 
written by God? 
all those stories happened here in these countries. 
To tell you if I think that those books are the words 
of God, maybe. but if I think so, then the Iron 
maIden album “seventh son of a seventh son” is 
also the words of God. It couldn’t be that only these 

are the words of God. but you should consider that 
maybe other words are the words of God as well. 

In the song “our own messiah” you are saying 
that God probably isn’t sitting somewhere up  
in the sky, that people have been praying for cen-
turies and nothing is changing… how do you see 
or feel God?  
I really see God in good people. Good human 
beings. I see a good human being whose face is 
good, is doing good things, is helping people and is  
a good friend. when I see those people, I see God. 

You talked about the story of Isaac and Ishmael 
in the beginning of our interview. This story also 
inspired you to write the song “brother” which is  
a really unique and special piece in the discogra-
phy of orphaned land. what is the message be-
hind the song? 
The story of Isaac and Ishmael is that they were sons 
of abraham. Isaac is the father of all Israelis and Ish-
mael is the father of all arabs. That’s the history.  
I am from the side of Isaac singing to Ishmael after 
all this conflict. we believe that the conflict between 
Israelis and arabs started between Isaac and Ishma-
el. It started there and then it came to be a threat. 
The poison is that threat. I decided to be Isaac who 
is singing to Ishmael and telling him I’m sorry. If you 
are adult and if you have grown up, sometimes you 
say I’m sorry even if it’s not your fault. but you are 
the grown up, so you are the first one to say, broth-
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er, I’m sorry. please, forgive me, this 
is a mistake, I love you. This song is 
just to remind people that we are 
brothers, that Jews and arabs are 
brothers. we have the same father, 
we have the same names. our lan-
guages are very similar. This song is 
just about that. Forgiveness between 
two brothers who have been fighting 
for 1000s of years. 

I know you are also working on 
your book “Tango between God & 
satan”. what is it about and when 
can we expect it? 
It’s about my personal stories and 
about my personal life, like I’m 
writing my own biography. I always 
put it aside when I’m busy with  
orphaned land. It’s always a 
secondary priority for me. I’ve 
never gotten the chance to finish 
it, but I’m always working on it a 
little bit more and a little bit more. 
maybe I will publish it when I will 
be old or maybe sometime earlier.  
I really love writing and I really 
want to share my writing with peo-
ple. I hope that one day it will hap-
pen, but orphaned land is the 
first priority before the book.     KT
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You are the youngest member of orphaned 
land. You were approximately born around  
the time the band was formed. You joined  
the guys in 2011, how did it all start for you?
I was born when I was born. It’s not my fault 
(laughs). Kobi and my brother are friends. They 
went to school together and Kobi used to hang 
out in our house. There were very few metal-
heads in Israel at that time. You could count 
them with the fingers on your hands. They 
were the only guys in black t-shirts in Israel.  
I remember Kobi a bit from my childhood mem-
ories. seeing this tall guy in our house, I was a 
shy boy, of course. eventually, as I was grow-
ing up, I picked up the guitar at some point and  
I started making videos. It was at the time when 
YouTube was just starting to get big on the In-
ternet. I saw people doing covers and I was the 
guy who was doing orphaned land covers.  
I had a direct approach to orphaned land, so  
I always sent my videos to Kobi and he 
liked them. at some point, they asked me if  
I would be interested in becoming a replace-
ment guitar player. I went for that offer of 
course without even thinking about it twice. so  
I joined the band in 2011. Yossi was there and 
then wasn’t there because he was on his solo 
project tour. Kobi and uri, they sat with me and 
we started to work on material for the “all Is one” 
album. That was the fastest album in the history 
of orphaned land, by the way. we did it all 

within 2 months. Then the other guitar player 
left, the rest is history and I stayed there. 

I really appreciate when people of different 
ages are able to connect. It can be really ben-
eficial from the creative and experience side 
of things. we can say you are coming from the 
generation born with computers in your heads. 
How much have you influenced the band by  
using new technologies and arrangements or 
different, modern sounds? 
Yes, this is a good thing they really like about 
having me in the band. I’m coming from the 
generation which I’m calling the sandwich 
generation. at the time I was born without 
a computer, but it wasn’t long till I got one.  
I already had a computer at 10. I’ve always 
been into technologies, I was always digging 
deeper into that stuff. I know a lot of stuff 
that they don’t. The good part of technology is 
that it allows us to do things very fast and in  
a way they wouldn’t be able to do before, like re-
cording ideas. or preproduction, it’s something 
that wasn’t here in their time. They just practiced 
in the rehearsal room and went to the studio. 
now you can memorize the song and have all 
the sounds that you can work on at your home. 
That changed a lot in the band.

what was the biggest thing you had to deal with 
after joining orphaned land?  

INTERVIEW
Chen balbus
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The biggest point for me was 
when Yossi officially left. People 
figured he was the one writing 
the music and they had no idea 
how the band would sound 
without him. now you can say 
that the role passed on to me. 
orphaned land never had an 
official songwriter. People took 
notice of this album because 
it was purely something new.  
I was very afraid of whether 
people would accept it because 
my name was out there as the 
new guitar player. I think it was 
a big step for me to become  
a leading guitar player. 

You released your last album “unsung prophets 
& dead messiahs” which is a concept album in 
January of 2018. It’s a very sophisticated album 
in every sense of the word. who are the unsung 
prophets and who are the dead messiahs in 
your story?
That are many people, not just one person. 
we have many references to the people who 
are the unsung prophets and they are also the 
dead messiahs. These are the people like mar-
tin luther King, Che Guevara or Victor Jara, the 
Chillan singer, and many more who just try to 
revolutionize the world with what they have,  

either with music or whatever against politics 
or stuff like that. They were trying to do some-
thing good to change it. and they were crushed 
by the guys with big machines, big guys in the 
big chairs with the money. They wanted to bring 
a few good words and they were assassinated 
for that. so, they are unsung prophets that we 
want to sing about and today we can say they 
are the dead messiahs.

Give us some more details about the story  
the concept of the album is based on. 
We took a lot of time to figure out that concept. 
That concept is based on story of plato – “The al-
legory of the Cave”. It’s about people who were 
sheltered their whole lives in a cave. They saw 
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“I personally believe that it will always be hard  
to change human beings as we were born  

with different perceptions, different opinions.  
It’s always one’s choice to accept another  
extreme belief. We can’t fully change it,  

but I believe that through our music, we got  
a chance to change even the minds of just a few.“

nothing but the shadows on the walls. They 
were told there that this is your reality. That’s 
what they knew, and they were okay with that. 
one of the people there, the hero in our sto-
ry, he took his chance and got out of the cave. 
and he saw there was a whole new world out 
there that is different than the one in the cave. 
once he knew that all his life was a lie, he ba-
sically wanted to go out and tell all his friends 
and all the people they have been living in 
a lie and that they should live in reality, to go 
out and get their chance, open their eyes and 
live their lives. They called him crazy and didn’t 
believe what he was saying. They were okay 
with their situation and they killed him. That’s  
a reference to real life. It was true 3,000 years 
ago and it’s still true. It’s still relevant these days 
as people choose to look away and be comfort-
able with the situation as it is, even if it’s not that 
good. They are stuck with the shadow of the lies 
everybody gives them, the news, the politicians, 
the media… and they are okay with that. I don’t 
know why people are okay with that. There is the 
perception – live and let live. You can live in your 
own corner, but if you live in your own corner, 
you’ve done nothing. when I will be a father one 
day, I personally want my children not to expe-
rience that side of the world I’m living in which 
is involved with hating one another, to proclaim 
religious beliefs or to experience terror attacks.  
I don’t want my children to grow up with that. 

For some people it’s okay because they don’t ex-
perience that every day. If people look away and 
that’s the world we are going to become, that’s 
not the world I want to live in. I personally be-
lieve that it will always be hard to change human 
beings as we were born with different percep-
tions, different opinions. It’s always one’s choice 
to accept another extreme belief. we can’t fully 
change it, but I believe that through our music, 
we got a chance to change even the minds of 
just a few. That’s something up to us because 
we can also let it go and say, fuck this world. but 
we choose not to because if not, then we have 
to accept a life we don’t want to live basically.  
I can of course accept the fact that it will never 
change, but I believe that life is a gift. we have 
got the chance to do good here and I don’t want 
to look at my life and think that I didn’t do all  
I could. 

I would like to mention the song “Yedidi” which 
is the only song in hebrew on the album. how 
does this fit into the story?
It’s the part of the album where the hero is 
talking to his friends in a way like “my friends 
have you forgotten?” Yedidi means my friend 
in hebrew. basically, he talks to them about 
how could you forget, what happened, what 
is actually happening, why are you focusing 
on the wrong stuff, don’t you think there is 
more than that? That’s what the song is about.  
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In orphaned land, it’s a poem. we have all 
those songs that we compose as “el norra alila” 
or “sapari”. we got to have at least one tradi-
tional song on every album. That was the tradi-
tional part of the album which explains exactly 
that part of the story.
  
You combine influences from oriental music as 
well as traditional instruments connected with 
the origins of the band members. we can say it 
never sounds over-combined or over-produced, 
it’s in balance and it perfectly fits your music. 
how does it work this way for you, is it like a 
natural process where you follow your intu-
ition? 
I guess it feels that way because that’s how it 
feels to us. we never try to push something just 
to have it. when we compose the music, we try 
to serve the song and we know how those instru-
ments sound and we know what would work. It 
feels natural when we are writing it. we are feel-
ing what would work better, if we would use the 
bazuki for example. we adopt it to the music. In 
some of cases we have a test, like we record the 
same parts with a few different instruments and 
we find out which one feels better, but most of 
the time we know what fits better for the songs.

You are often inviting belly dancers on stage 
during orphaned land shows as well as they 
also show up in your videos. Is it because it 

simply fits your music or is there also message  
behind it, for example, referring to the inequal-
ity of women in arab countries? 
There is actually no message behind this part be-
sides the fact it fits our kind of stuff. Every time we 
get messages from dancers from all around the 
world, saying they want to dance on our show, 
we obviously let them express themselves. we 
think it contributes to the show a lot. In some of 
the cases you would probably say there is a mes-
sage, as there was with Johanna Fakhry. she is a 
Lebanese dancer who raised the Lebanese flag 
with us alongside our Israeli flag in a way to show 
equality – that here are people from 2 countries 
that are enemies who are singing and dancing to-
gether and all is good. This is sort of a message.

are you a believer? 
I would say I’m traditional, I’m not a religious be-
liever. I respect tradition because there is truth 
involved. 

what are your goals in life? 
I would say my main goal in life is a better world 
for my children to live in one day. I went to the 
army and the other guys also went to the army. 
I would be happy if by the time that I will be  
a father, I doubt this will happen, but I would 
be glad if my children don’t have to serve in an 
army because there won’t be any army. That we 
wouldn’t need one.            KT
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